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GRHAT BRITAIN Broadcssting and Church Attendance 


In a recent article in the "Church of England Newspaper" (October 22, 
1948), the Rev. Francis House, Head of Religious Broadcasting, replied to critic- 
ism that had been offered to the effect that people who could otherwise be in 
church stayed away to listen-in to broadcast services. 


Wr. House stated that it has been established that on an average each 
Sunday more than a third of the aduit population of Great Britain listen to at 
least one religious broadcast; that is to say, about 12 million adult listeners. 
After an analysis of these it is concluded that "putting it very crudely we can 
safely say that the combined audience for all Sunday religious broadcasts when 
analysed according to sexes is found to include at least 4 million men, and when 
analysed by age-groups at least 8 million people under fifty." 


Other analyses are considered to show that "at least three quarters of 
those who listen to religious broadcasts on a typical Sunday will not have attend- 
ed church that day". That means that "on any Sunday you like to take, about 9 
million 'non-churchgoers! will heve tuned in a religious broadcast in the Home 
Service. This is from many points of view encouraging. It means that if we are 
asked about the religious situation in this country we have to take account of 
the fact that in addition to those who are active church people there is another 
substantial section of the population, who show in this way that they look to the 
Christian faith for something - cven if many do not quite know for what, and even 
if they do not outwardly show any active interest in the Churches... 


"It is most important that week by weck and year by year, the listening 
public are reminded that there is a ‘worshipping community’ in their midst, and 
hear the best broadcast preachers than can be found, proclaiming in the context 
of these services those fundamental truths of the Gospel which are the root and 
inspiration of all Christian worship." E.P.S. Geneva 


YwCA-YWCA Week of Prayer 


The World's Y.W.C.a. and World's Alliance of Y.M.C.A.s are again observ- 
ing their ennual Week of Prayer and World Fellowship, the dates this year being 
Nevember 14-20. The two movements have followed this practice jointly ever 
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since the beginning of the century, and the Y.M.C.A. since 1865. In view of 

the World Conference of Christian Youth at Oslo in 1947, and of the World Coun- 
cil of Churches Assembly at.Amsterdam in 1948, the theme chosen for this year is: 
That They All May Be One. 


The pamphlet prepared for the occasion is treated under the following 
headings; The Church on earth and in heaven; I. It was born in an hour of 
crisis - II, It triumphed in spite of persecution - IT]..It has endured through- 
out the centuries - IV. It is the ohe hope in such a time as this - V. It is the 
one Church uniting all Christians - VI, It is the one community serving all 
communities - VII. It is the one family linking time and eternity. 


The pamphlet, of which editions have been printed in English, French and 
German, gives a Bible text for each day, a short meditation and a prayer. 
BeP.oeGeneva 


UNITED STATES Forward Movement in Missions 


Twenty~one of the largest Protestant denominations in the United States 
and Canada are planning to stage foreign mission meetingsin 36 key cities of the 
two nations. The campaign has begun on October 18 and will go on until November 
19. 


The purpose of the sessions will be to present the proposals made at the 
recent Missions Assembly in Colombus, Ohio, for a world-wide increase in Christ- 
ian missions. The sessions, each of which will last two days, will-be featured 
by denominational group meetings and an interdenominational rally. This rally 
will be stated "to demonstrate the cooperative effort by Protestants to enlarge 
the scope and revitalise their foreign missions work." 


The Missions Assembly in Colombus, sponsored by the Foreign Missions 
Conference of North. America, gathered more than 3,000 churchmen, An eleven- 
point programme to meet the problem of Asia and the world was outlined. It com- 
prises a rural missions project for which 1,000 rural missionaries are needed 
during the next ten years - the setting up of Christian community centres in the 
major cities both in America end abroad - literacy campaigns based on the pro- 
grammes of Dr Frank Laubach, and a greater use of the radio and other audio- 
visual aids - an increase in Bibles and Christian literature - a home-and-family 
life project to bring more Christian atmosphere into homes - the re-opening and 
rebuilding of hospitals and medical centres in war-wrecked areas and coordina- 
tion of medical missionary programmes. B.P.S.Geneva 


Assembly News and Films Available 


Bound sets of the six issues of the Assembly News, in which is told the 
story of Amsterdam in words and pictures, are now available. Hach copy is bound 
in an attractive two-colour cover. The price per 100 copies is $10,00 or 
$2.10 or 40 Sw.fr. | 


Persons in Britain should order from the British Council of Churches, 56 
Bloomsbury Street, London W.C.1. Persons in North America should order from the 
American Office of the World Council, 297 Fourth Avenue, New York 10. Persons 
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elsewhere should order from the Librarian, World Council of Churches, 17 route 
de Malagnou, Geneva, Switzerland. 


The price per individual copy is 00 Swiss centimes, 15 U.S. cents or 9 
Sterling pence. The copies are available in English only. 


The four Amsterdam films should be obtainable as from the middle of this 
month. The prices of the films are as follows; 


16mm sound (approx. 800 fest) $50 - £12.10.0 - 200 Sw.ir. 

lémm silent (approx. 800 feet) $35 -£8.10.0 - 140 Sw.fr. 

35mm black and white film strip (40-50 frames) $3 - 12s.6d. - 12 Sw.fr. 
35mm colour film strip (63 frames) $4 -#1.0.0 - 16 Sw.fr. 


The first three films can be ordered through Religious Films Limited, 
6 Haton Gate, London S.W.1. ‘he colour film is obtainable only through the New 


York office of the World Council. EP.S.Geneva 
SOUTH AFRICA. A Non-European Conference on Race Relations 


To afford en opportunity for non-Europeans to express their opinions as 
a guide to European Christians, a significant conference was held on September 
4, 1948, in the Bantu Men's Social Centre, Johannesburg. The conference was 
called by the Transvaal Missionary Association, in collaboration with the Christ- 
ian Council of South Africa, the Interdenominational African Minister's Associa- 
tion, and the Jan Hofmeyr School of Social Work. 


The title of the conference was "A Non-European Christian Conference on 
Race Relations", and elthough a few Europeans had been invited to be present, 
the conference was entirely in the hands of the non-Europeéans. About 125 people 
were present. The opening was led.by the Secretary of the Christian Council, 
Mr. J.R. Rathabe of the Y.M.C.A. The conference then split into four discussion 
groups to consider the three following issues: 


1. What are the fundamental principles of Christianity? 
2. How are these principles to be applied in a Christian society? 
3. What can we do? 


Striking passages from the Findings of the conference have been publish- 
ed in "The South African Outlook", October 1948, 


"If Christians are to work for better race relations in the ccuntry", 
the Findings on the principles of Christianity say, "we must remove racial dis- 
crimination from our Churches. Enforced racial segregation within the Churches 
based solely on the colour of a man's skin is un-Christien. Let the Church set 
an example in the consideration of its own employees, such as salaries, living 
conditions, opportunities, etc... 


"The failure to apply Christian principles is revealed by the colour-bar 
in industry, discrimination in the payment for work done, non-recognition cf 
non-European trade unions, unfair representation in government, inadequate edu- 
cational and health services, all cf which contribute to the low productivity of 
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the country and the unnecessary poverty and frustration of masses of the people. 
These are sane of the main causes of such social evils as juvenile He PEND Ty 
crime, immorality, and other problems. 


"Tt was pointed out that society would gain most by making the greatest 
possible use of the talents of every person of every race, and that this should 
be a clear implication of Christianity. Questions were raised about the fear 
and competition between peoples, this being another indicaticn cf the need to 
build a Christian community of cooperation and love," 


Under the question "What can we do?" the Findings answer; "Every dis- 
cussion group of the conference expressed the view that we non-Eurcpeans, our- 
sélves, need tc have more Christian convictions and to set a better example of 
Christian love. We cannot change the opinions of others towards us by hatred, 
but only by love... 


"Christian Missions were thanked for bringing education and the principles 
of Christianity to non-Eurepeans., It was pointed out that it was confusing to 
hear principles advocated and yet not practised by those who advocated them in 

meny cases. This was stated to be “real barrier to evangelisation... 


There is also the problem of educated people leaving the Church, and 
criticising it from outside, rather than trying to improve the conditions from 
within, This needs serious attention by individuals and Churches... 


"It was pointed out that it was difficult for a rich man to enter into 
the spirit of the Kingdom cf God... This is a challenge to the whole social- 
economic system in which we live,and should be a manifestc to us tc develop a 
community which is concerned with, and dedicated to meeting the needs cf every 


individual ‘even the least of these our brethren'," EeP.o. Geneva 
AUSTRIA Consecration of Old Catholic Bishop 


Acting on the archbishop of Canterbury's instructions Bishop Stephen 
Neill, Associate General Secretary yf the World Council cf Churches, paid a visit 
to Vienna for the consecration on Octeber 24 cf Dr Stefan Torcék as Bishop of the 
Old Catholic Church in Austria, The consecrating bishop was Dr Andreas Rinkel, 
Archbishop of Utrecht, assisted by the Bishop of Deventer, the retired Bishop 
Tichler of Austria and Bishop Neill. The service was fully ecumenical being 
attended by the Russian archbishop Sergej, who presented an ikon and greetings 
on behalf of the Patriarch cf Moscow, by representatives of the Yugoslav, Greek 
and Armenian Churches, chaplains of the British, american and French Forces, and 
by the Lutheran Bishop May and other leading representatives of the Protestant 
H.P.S Geneva 


Churches. 
UNITED STATES Appeal fcr Holy Land Refugees 


A united relief campaign to be known as the american Appeal for Holy Land 
Refugees, was announced in New York by the newly-fcrmed Central Committee for 
Palestinian Relief. The gcal cf the appeal is to raise $25,000,000. The money 
will be used to provide for 500,000 refugees, both Arab and Jewish, 76 per cent 
ef whom are children cr nursing mothers. 
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The Central Committee comprises a number of American voluntary and 
educational organisations including Church World Service, interdenominational 
relief agency, and the Catholic Near East Welfare Association. It was stressed 
by the Committee that relief would be distributed "without racial, religious, or 
political discrimination through representatives of the various participating 
voluntary agencies in consultation with the United Nations Mediator and United 
Nations agencies", H.P.S.Geneva 


The Right Wing of Russian Orthodoxy 


din the first half of October there was held in Brussels a conference .of 
the "Western European Dioceses under the jurisdiction of the Russian Archiepiscop- 
al Synod", This was an Assembly of the so-called Karlovci, group of Russian 
émigrés, which broke away from the Moscow Patriarchate, and is today led by 
Metropolitan Anastasius in Munich, (This group should not be confused with the 
Orthodox group of émigrés in Paris, which has joined the Ecumenical Patriarchate 
of Constantinople), 


Under the chairmanship of Bishop Nathanael, discussions were carried on 
between representatives of the Orthodox Churches in France (12), Belgium (3), 
Switzerland (5), England (4), Italy (8), and the United States (4) - thirty-six 
participants in all, both clerical and lay. 


The Russian weekly appearing in Paris, "La Pensée Russe", states in its 
article of October 29 that the members of the conference adopted a report on the 
situation of the various dioceses since the departure of Metropolitan Seraphim, 
who has submitted himself to the Moscow Patriarchate. 


A priest from Belgium spoke on "the defence of the flock of Christ, in- 
cluding in this the necessity for a stand against atheism, sectarianism and other 
non-Orthodox tendencies. Father I. Troyanov, of Lausanne, spoke about the 
ecumenical mo ement, In the picture he gave of it, he enumerated the negative 
features of the movement, and stated that "the leading posts in it are held by 
persons who sympathise with the Communists, as for instance Dr Hromadka, one of 
the most fervent members of the Communist Party in Czechoslovakia", (N.B. Prof. 
Hromadka has never belonged to the Communist Party. For his view of Communisn, 
see E.P.S. No. 42. Ed.) 


Bishop Nathanael devoted his speech to his Church's position as regards 
principle. For the faithful, he said, "the struggle with Communism was not a 
political matter but a religious one, in so far as Communism had shown itself 
to be both in theory and in practice a movement intending to battle against God," 
Bishop Nathanael then described the task of his Church as being, now as before, 
that of testifying to the secret existence of a "church in the catacombs", The 
Bishop cited the periodical of the Moscow Patriarchate as referring, in an 
article by Bishop Joasaph of Tambovsk in its issue No. 2 of 1948, to "the many 
who do not recognise Patriarch Alexei, vilify him and his hierarchy and de- 
scribe themselves as the sole supporters of the real Orthodox Church", 


The Brussels Conference considered the problem of emigration, and in 
this connection sent a cable to the President of the Argentine, Senor Peron. 
EeP.S.Geneva 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2024 


https://archive.org/details/eni-bulletin_1 948-11-05 15 44 
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GREAT BRITAIN Amsterdam Exhibition in London 


The exhibition illustrating the work of the World Council of Churches, 
which was first shown at the Amsterdan Assembly, opened in the crypt of St. 
Martins-in-the-Fields, London, The "Church of England Newspaper", snnouncing 
the exhibition, writes: 


"Tt consists of some seventy cleverly contrived panels revealing the 
growth of the ecumenical movement, the constitution of the Council, its pro- 
gramme of reconstruction and inter-church aid for the shattered churches of 
Europe, its work for refugees and prisoners of war, the development of its world- 
wide information service, the organisation of youth conferences and work camps, 
the collaboration in thought and study between leaders of all denominations, the 
translation and distribution of the Bible to all lands, and the efforts being 
made .to harness Christian resources on a worldwide scale for the promotion of 


international justice and order", HP. .Geneva 
GERMANY Church Leaders Protest Against Executions 


In the period 1946-47, 139 persons were condemned to death by American 
military government courts, some for crimes in concentration camps and some for 
the killing of Allied airmen. The German Churches, both Evangelical and 
Catholic, asked for the postponement of the executions, on the grounds that the 
enquiries had not always been carried out in due form, The representations of 
the Churches led to the suspension, in January 1948, of these sentences. 


A few weeks ago, however, an order was issued that sentences in Lands- 
berg should be carried cut. Representations were again made by the Churches. 
Bishop Wurm, who had already written to Mr. John Foster Dulles on this subject, 
protested once more against these executions, in a telegram to President Truman, 
on the grounds that this would amount to judical murder if a legal examinsation 
of the sentences was disallowed. The Suffragan Bishop of Munich, Dr Neuhdusler, 
cabled President Truman on behalf of the Roman Catholic Church, and the Cardinal- 
Archbishop of Cologne, Dr Frings, sent a message from the German Catholic 


Hierarchy to General Clay. B.eP.S.Geneva 
FINLAND ' Laymen Taking Part in Hlection of 


Lutheran Bishop 


According to the Christian Press Bureau in Helsinki, the 16th Church 
Conference of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Finland was held during the 
month of October in Turku. The Church Conference has until now met every fifth 
year and makes decisions concerning all the most important church questions. 
Questions concerning changes to be made in the Church statutes wil’. bo sub- 
mitted to the Parliament of Finland. The Parliament can either ap ,rove or re- 
ject the proposals of the Church, but it has no right to make any changes or 
amendments in them. . 


Among the most important tasks of the present Church Conference is the 
increase of the participation and the influence of laymen in the Church. In 
the Church Conference itself the laymen have always been a majority. Now it has 
among other things been decided that henceforth also laymen have the right to 
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take part in the election of the bishop, the bishop being not only the supreme 
pastor of the clergy but also of the parishicners. In the final voting this 


initiative was approved by 87 votes against 24. fe Peo Geneva 
GERMANY The Church in the Berlin Area 


The inner life of the Church in the Evangelical Province of Berlin- 
Brandenburg has during the blockade, according to a report by Bishop Dibelius, 
shown considerable briskness, due in particular to the more active part taken by 
laymen in parish work. "Perhaps the greatest gain as regards Church life", says 
the Bishop, “tis the acceptance of the duties of religious instruction by the 
Church", Over 200 pastors and women parish helpers, about 540 volunteer teach- 
ers of religion and over 680 catechists of both sexes are working in Berlin at 
the task of religious instruction, 


3% +4 
Ww OW 1 


The latest meeting of the Synod of the Province of Berlin-Brandenburg 
was called to witness the launching of a new general order, a legislative pro- 
cedure which, as issue No. 47 of the Berlin Evangelical weekly "Die Kirche" for 
this year observes, "is linked to the greatest possible extent with practical 
church life, has been enriched by this and is now called upon to show it the way 
it should go!', How anxious people have been to make the most of the essence of 
the Evangelical Church as the community of Jesus "is demonstrated by the special 
attention given by the Synod to its decisions regarding the life of the Church 
within its smallest unit, the individual parish". Here the essential problem 
was that of forming an active nucleus within the Church as a whole. 


The order states in this regard "that the Parish Council gathers to- 
gether such adult and confirmed members as are willing to bear responsibility 
together for their parish and to confess their faith before men, to form an 
inner circle within the parish", They give a written undertaking promising to 
lead their personal lives in responsibility before God, and to share in the 
life of the Church by prayer, sacrifice and service". 


Proposals for the appointment of elders are made by this parish circle 
and by the Parish Council. Elders are then elected by all members who are 
admitted to communion and who have completed their twenty-first year, The order 
of the Church gives a new importance to the office of older in itself, "The 
leadership of the parish is nowhere a matter for the pastor alone, Pastor and 
elders should rather work in fellowship as helpers of the Good Shepherd". It 
is thus "plain that the duties of the elders far transcend those of administrative 
assistance, and enter the realm of spiritual care for members of the parish", 
Provision is even made for the selection of "proven men and women untrained in 
theology to preach the Gospel", In other respects also co-responsibility by 
non-theologians is bound up with the leadership of the parish. 


Another innovation in this connection is "the organisation of the Parish 
Council to include all church office-bearers and servants, whether salaried or 
voluntary. The Parish Council shall serve as a closer link between the leaders 
of the parish and the congregation themselves... It is particularly necessary 
that it should contain representatives of the parish meeting helpers, from the 
Bible classes, mission circles; youth work and so forth." 
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In its decision regarding Scripture and confession, office and parish, 
the church order follows the proposals of the Confessing Committee of the Old 
Prussian Church, At the same time, full fellowship of divine service and Holy 
Communion between Lutheran and Reformed congregations is guaranteed. A decision 
has been reached recognising finally the offices of Bishop and General Super- 
intendent, For the first time, it is stated in this church order voluntary 
organisations come within the responsibility and under the protection of 
the Church, without the loss of liberty.' 


The last words of the order, which will come into force at latest in 
eight months' time, are as follows; "This church order has caused the Synod to 
realise that it has been called anew to obedience to its Heavenly Father, The 
Synod undertakes to revise the wording of this order upon reaching a better 
understanding, It commends the fragmentary character of its obedience and its 
understanding to the forgiveness of God. 


The Provincial Synod further ratified the general church order of the 


Evangelical Church in Germany. E.P.o.Geneva 
GERMANY Appointment of Ecumenical Centre 


We understand from information supplied by the Ecunenical Centre in 
Frankfurt-am-Main that this institute has been confirmed as an official organ of 
the "Arbeitsgemeinschaft" (Fellowship of Work) of Christian Churches in Germany, 
an overall organisation to which most of the Churches in Germany belong, apart 
from the Roman Catholic. Recognition is thus accorded to the services which the 
Ecumenical Centre has been rendering to the German Churches during the last two 
years in the preparations for the Amsterdam Assembly. During this period, the 
Beumenical Centre worked along with the Study Department of the World Council 
of Churches in the preparation of the German edition of the Amsterdam volumes, 
and published a volume of their own, entitled "The Order of God and the Disorder 
of the World", as a contribution to the discussions. 


Like similar institutes in other countries, the Ecumenical Centre is in- 
tended to further ecumenical study and training work in Germany. It is under the 
direction of Pastor W. Menn, and will, according to the report from Frankfurt, 
"endeavour to ensure closer cooperation with the ecumenical side of the Foreign 
Office of the Evangelical Church in Germany, the resporsibilityof which has been en- 
trusted to Dr H, Schonfeld", The latest decisions of the Arbeitsgemeinschaft, 
which has now taken on responsibility for this work, are that the Ecumenical 
Centre is to devote its primary attention to an evaluation of Amsterdam's results 
in Germany, E.P.o Geneva 


New Ecumenical Patriarch of Constantinople 


Archbishop Athenagoras of New York has been elected Ecumenical Patriarch 
of the Greek Orthodox Church in Constantinople. He will succeed Patriarch Maximos, 
who has retired. The new Patriarch, who was born in Janina, Epirus, was origin- 
ally Bishop of Corfu. Since that time he has been on good terms with the ecumen- 
ical movement, Later he was sent to America, and there also his relations with 
the Churches of that country were very friendly. The new Patriarch is now an 
American citizen, but a law passed in 1926 requires that the Patriarch should be 
of Turkish nationality, and the Government in Ankara has therefore agreed to 


erent him this, E.P.S.Geneva 
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